together.
Treatment
In the vast majority of instances the otitic inflammation is due to a spread of infection up the Eustachian tube, following the common cold, influenza or one of the exanthemata. Quite commonly treatment directed to this common source of infection is neglected in a case which otherwise may be soundly treated. Treatment must, therefore, be directed to (1) the source of infection, (2) the otitic inflammation.
(1) Another noticeable change is in the number of balnea or medicated baths; in 1898 these were 8, but by 1912 they were reduced to 4, at which number they have remained. Of these two only, the balneum alkalinum and the balneum furfuris, are used at all frequently.
Quite rightly the sulphur bath has disappeared as it was always far more effective in causing sulphur dermatitis than in curing scabies. Strange to say, it is still used bj' certain public authorities. The medicated vapour baths of 1898 have completely disappeared, chiefly because they were found to be both an un- reliable and an irritating method <?f using the particular drug. It is so much more satisfactory to inject a measured amount of mercury into the gluteal muscle than to irritate the whole skin, and still have a very remote idea of how much mercury has been absorbed. 
